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Understanding Open Storage Real Estate 
Open storage real estate is gaining momentum across the UK as industries look for more 
flexible, scalable, and cost-effective storage solutions. In the second line of this paragraph, it's 
important to note that open storage real estate has become an essential asset for businesses 
seeking space for vehicles, equipment, construction materials, and more. Unlike traditional 
indoor facilities, open storage spaces are typically large, outdoor plots of land that can be 
customized to meet various industrial and commercial needs. 

These spaces are ideal for a wide range of users—from logistics companies and construction 
firms to retail and infrastructure businesses—who require temporary or long-term outdoor 
storage solutions. The growing demand is a direct response to increased e-commerce activity, 
urban development, and supply chain diversification across the UK. 

Why Open Storage is on the Rise 

https://www.getyards.com/


The UK’s industrial sector is evolving rapidly. Factors such as port congestion, construction 
booms, and surging delivery requirements have created the need for more adaptable spaces. 
Open storage land offers the perfect solution. It’s generally more affordable than traditional 
warehouses and allows for better maneuverability for large machinery, trucks, and containers. 

Many UK businesses are finding that open storage real estate offers: 

● Flexibility – Easy to scale up or down as needed 
 

● Accessibility – Typically located near major roads and logistics hubs 
 

● Affordability – Lower costs per square foot than enclosed spaces 
 

● Versatility – Suitable for equipment storage, vehicle parking, container storage, and 
more 
 

 

Key Features to Look for in Open Storage Sites 
When considering an open storage solution, businesses should evaluate several essential 
features to ensure the land meets their operational needs: 



1. Location – Proximity to highways, ports, or distribution centers is crucial. 
 

2. Security – CCTV surveillance, gated access, and lighting are important for asset 
protection. 
 

3. Surface Type – Hardstanding surfaces (like concrete or tarmac) are preferable for heavy 
vehicles and machinery. 
 

4. Utilities – Some sites offer power, water, and drainage which can enhance usability. 
 

5. Planning Permission – Ensuring the site is compliant with local planning laws for 
commercial use is critical. 
 

These considerations can make a significant difference in operational efficiency and safety, 
especially in high-demand sectors like construction, transportation, and logistics. 

Use Cases of Open Storage Real Estate 
Open storage is not a one-size-fits-all solution—it caters to a variety of industries with unique 
requirements: 

Logistics and Transport Companies 

Fleet operators benefit from secure, accessible locations for truck parking, trailer storage, and 
depot expansion. 

Construction Firms 

Store building materials, scaffolding, and equipment on a plot near project sites to reduce travel 
time and fuel costs. 

E-commerce and Retail 

Retailers can use open plots to stage large shipments, store overflow inventory, or support 
seasonal surges. 

Waste and Recycling Services 

Companies in this sector often require robust outdoor areas for processing and temporary 
storage before disposal or recycling. 

Event Management and Entertainment 



Event planners use open sites to store stages, props, or vehicles used for roadshows, festivals, 
or exhibitions. 

The Market Trend in the UK 
The UK's open storage market is currently experiencing a notable shift. Demand is outpacing 
supply in many urban and suburban regions, particularly near London, Birmingham, 
Manchester, and other major hubs. As a result, land values and rental rates for open storage 
sites are steadily rising. 

To adapt to this, innovative digital platforms have emerged, making it easier for landowners and 
businesses to connect. These platforms streamline the leasing process, offering a more efficient 
alternative to traditional real estate searches. 

How Technology is Making Access Easier 
Modern solutions have simplified the way businesses acquire open storage real estate. Online 
platforms now allow users to: 

● Browse verified and available open storage sites in their area 
 

● Compare features like site size, access, and surface types 
 

● Request site visits or virtual tours 
 

● Secure leases with greater transparency and reduced paperwork 
 

This level of accessibility empowers businesses to make faster, more informed decisions while 
reducing administrative overhead. 

The Role of Landowners in This Ecosystem 
For landowners, leasing open storage space offers a lucrative opportunity. With the growing 
demand, even underutilized or vacant plots can be transformed into income-generating assets. 
Property owners can benefit from: 

● Passive rental income 
 

● Short- or long-term leasing flexibility 
 

● Minimal investment compared to building developments 
 



This new dynamic in commercial land use supports both supply chain resilience and regional 
economic growth. 

Final Thoughts 
Open storage real estate is reshaping the way UK businesses manage their space and 
operations. With its cost-efficiency, flexibility, and accessibility, it’s becoming an increasingly vital 
component of the commercial property landscape. From supporting logistics to fueling 
construction, open storage is a smart solution for the challenges of today’s fast-moving 
economy. 

For businesses or landowners looking to explore this space, choosing the right platform that 
offers visibility, security, and a user-friendly experience is key. That’s where getYards comes into 
play—helping to connect users with verified open storage spaces across the UK to meet diverse 
industrial needs. 
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